New Hampshire SRTS News, October 2009:

Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School


Round 4 General Grants Cycle Closes on Nov. 9, 2009
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The application filing period for the Round 4 funding cycle for Safe Routes to School (SRTS) general grants is drawing to a close.

Applications will be accepted by the N.H. Department of Transportation (NHDOT) and Regional Planning Commissions until the close of business on Monday, Nov. 9, 2009 (4 p.m. for NHDOT; RPCs set their own hours).  Applications must be filed on time with both NHDOT and the RPC covering the affected community.

NHDOT expects to announce the awards on March 29, 2010.
SRTS enables and encourages children in kindergarten through eighth grade to safely walk and/or ride bicycles between home and school. It is intended for students, including those with disabilities, who live within approximately two miles of school.

Round 5 has not yet been scheduled. It will depend on the amount of funding remaining after Round 4 as well as any additional funding if the U.S. Congress extends SRTS.
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Consider Applying for a Startup or Travel Plan Grant

SRTS works with communities at all stages of developing their programs. Applications for startup or travel plan grants can be submitted whenever local leaders are ready to move ahead. These are received and processed continuously , independent of the funding cycles for general grants.

Startup grants of less than $5,000 are intended to get new programs off the ground. Funds can reimburse for the expenses of evaluation, basic planning, and minor encouragement, educational and enforcement activities.

Travel plan grants will cover more comprehensive planning, up to $15,000 per school.

These smaller grants are intended to get funds to interested communities as quickly as possible.  They are not a requirement for participating, and communities can include the same kind of programming in a budget for a general grant.

Applications for general, startup and planning grants can be downloaded from the Home Page of the SRTS Web site or from Federal Funding  page.

Back to top
Need Help With an Application?

During the application period for general grants, communities are invited to submit applications to the coordinator and/or RPCs for an informal preliminary review for eligibility and quality of programming. A final version of the application must be submitted by the Nov. 9, 2009, deadline, so communities should plan ahead to avoid last-minute requests for such reviews.
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Construction Underway at New Hampshire Schools

The 2009 construction season has included infrastructure projects funded through Round 1 grants. The state’s first project was on the combined campuses of Rundlett Junior High and Conant Elementary in Concord. New walkways will separate student walkers and bicyclists from motor vehicles. A ribbon-cutting ceremony is being planned in conjunction with an Oct. 30, 2009, walk-to-school day with a Halloween theme.

Work has also been underway for projects in Gorham, Hopkinton, and Andover.
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October Features Walk- and Bike-to-School Days 

Kids from the North Country to the southern tier have been participating in International Walk-to-School Month. 

Kids in Littleton actually started in September. Rolling bike trains and walking school buses converged from multiple directions on the Mildred C. Lakeway Elementary School. Youngsters at the Ledge Street School in Nashua didn’t let the rain stop them on Oct. 7.

Other participating communities include Allenstown, Andover, Center Conway, Dover, Hillsborough, Lincoln, Merrimack, Portsmouth and Rye. If your event isn’t listed, visit the International Walk to School Web site to register.
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Surveys Critical to Success of SRTS
Leaders of ongoing SRTS programs as well as those who are just getting started should gear up for in-class and parental surveys.

Established programs need to gauge the effectiveness of their SRTS activities. New participants will find the surveys a useful way to document current conditions and assess community attitudes and concerns about safe walking and bicycling to school.

The National Center for Safe Routes to School makes the evaluation process easy. The required survey forms are available on-line, linked to the “Getting Started” page on the Web site. Once filled out, data can either be keyed into the national system or the forms can be sent to the center for scanning. Communities can ask their own questions in a separate survey, but the national center’s form is needed for data consistency. 

For those who prefer the on-line approach, the national center has added a Survey Monkey option for the parental survey
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Meet the Coordinator

Communities that are thinking about SRTS should arrange a visit from the coordinator.

Such meetings work best with the beginnings of a SRTS local task force. A task force includes representatives of the schools, municipality, educators, parents, children, and other interested people from the community. The coordinator provides an overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. The coordinator will also put community leaders in touch with their RPC.

Appointments are at the convenience of local organizers, including early mornings and evenings.
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you prefer to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980

jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 
SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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